
CHAPTER XXXVII 

CEMETERIES, SMALLPOX, EPIDEMICS, AND LONGEVITY 

Let's talk of graves. 
-SHAKESPEARE 

THE CUTTER CEMETERY 

In Jaffrey Center there is an old cemetery sacred to the Cutter 
tribe who gave it. If you would find the place, leave the Center 
Village to the west, and branching off on the old road over Cutter 
Hill you will come after a few rods to a well-kept, shaded, and beauti
fully situated cemetery, laid out and owned for many years by an asso
ciation of the Cutter family and its connections. It was founded in 
1836 in accordance with the wishes of John Cutter, a prosperous 
tanner, whose home was the large house at the fork of the roads near
by. This yard was entrusted to the care and ownership of the town 
in 1927. 

VILLAGE CEMETERY 

Contrary to the course of Empire, the town of Jaffrey grew from 
west to east, and as early as 1829 the thriving Factory Village (now 
East Jaffrey) found it too far to go to the old churchyard at Jaffrey 
Center to bury the increasing number of its dead, and as there was 
already a shortage of room at the old graveyard the town acquired 
on October 24, 1829, of Oliver Bacon, a tract of land on the outskirts 
of the village, north of the Turnpike and so near the Baptist Meeting
house, then building, that it was sometimes called the Baptist grave
yard. Two years later, December 30, 1831, the town paid Thomas 
Davidson $79.65 for building sixty-five rods of "stone wall around 
the burying yard near the Baptist meeting house." The village yard 
was beautiful for situation, and for a time it was more used than the 
old yard at the center of the town. Again the increasing population 
of the field of the dead set an even pace with the growth of the town. 

CONANT CEMETERY 

Provisions for the mortuary needs of the town had never been ade
quate or well considered, and in 1859 it was already apparent that 
more room was needed for even the immediate future. Nine years 
before that John Conant had retired from his farm near the Moun
tain to end his days in comfort in a new house in the village, now 
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owned by James H. Fitzgerald, and perhaps because the village ceme
tery was in view from his door he was made aware of the coming need. 
In his recently acquired lands there was a sandy table-land alongside 
a hardwood grove and at a convenient distance from the village that 
seemed to him well suited to the needs of the town. His thought 
quickly found results in action. He gave to a newly-formed asso
ciation, called the Conant Cemetery Association, this tract of land 
for a cemetery. The Conant Cemetery Association was organized 
in the summer of 1859 by John Conant, John A. Prescott, Andrews 
Emery, Orford Capron, Samuel Ryan, J. E. B. Jewett, James L. 
Bolster, David A. Wood, Orlando Cragin, and their associates. On 
Sunday afternoon, June 17, 1860, the new cemetery was dedicated, 
and burials that year were those of Andrews Emery, Thomas Chad
wick, and a child of Granville Shedd. 

John Conant fenced the new cemetery with a substantial picket 
fence supported by stone posts, and so well was the work done that 
after seventy years it shows no sign of weakening or decay. After 
a few years a border of pines was set out around the outer boundaries 
of the cemetery, and along the entrance aisle from the street they 
have formed an almost completely arched avenue, sombre and still 
but beautiful and in keeping with the spirit of the place. It is a 
well-kept cemetery and a credit to the association and the town, but 
like its predecessors it has kept pace with the growth of the town and 
recently more room has been made available for burial lots. 

ST. PATRICK'S CEMETERY 

For many years the place of interment for our increasing Catholic 
population was in Manchester and also in the consecrated ground in 
connection with St. Peter's Church in Peterborough. But as the 
numbers grew, convenience demanded a nearer home for their dead. 
Accordingly in 1890 a lot was acquired, outside the village limits on 
the Peterborough road. This Cemetery, too, in the care of the St. 
Patrick's Church, has grown with the growth of the church until it 
appears likely to be the largest in the township. It is beautifully situ
ated on a gently sloping hillside, facing Monadnock to the northwest. 

SMALL Pox CEMETERY 

On the brow of the hill in a corner of the pasture on the former 
Benjamin Pierce farm, now owned by Horace Deschenes, is a small 
plot of ground fenced off by a tumble-down stone wall and looking 
down on the Contoocook River below Cheshire Factory. Two 
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gravestones peered over the wall for many years and could be seen 
from the road below, but every trace of memorial has long since 
vanished. No Potter's field of dead waifs and strays was ever more 
neglected than this graveyard where many new-made towns, if they 
could count it as a possession, would erect a monument and make it 
an honored shrine. No path leads to this forsaken enclosure. No one 
comes here now except that occasionally a mild-eyed cow, standing 
by the stone wall, chews her ruminative cud and wonders vaguely if 
it be worth the while to climb over the obstruction to crop the sparse 
herbage within. It is the old smallpox cemetery. Six are buried here 
apart, a most incongruous company, as will appear below, but enough 
•Of tragedy and heartbreak is buried in this little forsaken plot to out
weigh the grief for a hundred in the ordered communities of the dead. 
Here no prayers were offered, no family and no friends gathered about, 
no "earth to earth," no "dust to dust" was said here. Rather the 
burial was at night, as if it were the work of ghouls and not of men. 

SMALLPOX AND THE PESTHOUSE 

Few, now, can understand the terror that seized upon communities 
in 1792, when the smallpox scourge attacked them. The victims were 
isolated from home, family, and friends, in some hovel remote from 
town, in order to protect homes from contamination. The unsani
tary conditions that so often prevailed offered a fertile field for out
breaks of the disease, at that time country wide. 

It had been known that inoculation generally resulted in a mild 
form of the disease and left the patient afterward immune. Dr. 
Adonijah Howe of Jaffrey, a progressive physician of skill and the 
highest character, studied the disease and kept abreast of the times. 
In 1792 he asked the cooperation of the town in setting apart a pest
house for a defense against smallpox. There was intense opposition, 
but his request was granted by the town in spite of a petition of pro
test signed by many prominent citizens. A pest-house was obtained 
-0n the hillside below Cheshire Factory, in the former Simeon Burt 
house. The location is still plainly marked by a filled-in cellar hole 
from which an elm tree is growing. No record has been found of 
the number who took the treatment or the cures made, but that they 
came from a wide surrounding country and that six cases resulted in 
death is learned from the mortality record of the Reverend Laban 
Ainsworth. 

Eliza Danforth of Amherst, New Hampshire, was the first to die, 
October 25, 1792. Seven days later, November 1, Honorable Abel 
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Wilder of Winchendon, Massachusetts, (see Revolutionary record) 
was the second. He was one of the first citizens and a first settler 
of Winchendon, and had just been chosen delegate to the National 
Convention at Baltimore. As smallpox was epidemic in the city 
at the time he considered it wise before undertaking the long journey 
to take the lesser chance of inoculation, and came to the pest-house 
of Dr. Howe. On the first day of September, 1792, he set out from 
his home on horseback for Jaffrey, stopping on the way for a last 
look at the progress of the work upon the new meeting-house where 
a company of his neighbors were grading the common. Less than 
two months later fatal symptoms appeared and Dr. Israel Whiton of 
Winchendon was called to receive his last request in regard to his 
worldly affairs. Instead of meeting with his peers in the great 
National Convention, he prepared calmly for his final journey to the 
corner of the cow pasture. 

An even greater tragedy occurred in the death of little twelve-year
old Nancy Thorndike, daughter of Joseph Thorndike, well-to-do store
keeper at the center of the town. Mr. Wilder had lived nearly his 
appointed time; he had known success and honor; his children were 
growing up to perpetuate his name and memory. But the child, 
Nancy, with the promise of a full and happy life, was suddenly called 
to undergo disfigurement, pollution, suffering, and death. On 
November 4 she was buried in the little enclosure set apart for vic
tims of the plague. A few days later, November 12, Enoch Thurber 
of Keene, a youth of twenty-three, died of the same disease; on De
cember 14, a Mr. Cambridge from Rindge, and on December 19, 
Oliver Gould of Jaffrey. He was in the prime of life and had growing 
children. He could not well be spared, but he lies here, one of an 
outcast band, in the forsaken corner of the cow pasture, a soldier of 
the Revolution over whose grave Taps has never been sounded or 
the Reveille heard. 

SPANISH INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC 

The weather of the latter part of September, 1918, was dreary, 
cold, and rainy. Throughout the United States people fell ill of a 
strange malady which Jaffrey did not escape. Victims first showed 
symptoms of a severe cold, quickly developing into a raging fever 
and followed, if careful measures were not taken immediately, by 
pneumonia. It was extremely contagious, whole families succumbing 
within a few days. What was this pestilence which swept over the 
country like a dreadful pall? Dire tales had been told of the cruelties 
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of the Boches with whom the United States was at war; and it was 
whispered that germs disseminated by a malignant foe were the 
source of the plague. However, medical authorities decided that 
it was a recurrence of the Spanish influenza, or la grippe, which raged 
in the early 1890's, made more terrible by the want of adequate 
medical care, since many physicians were serving with the American 
Expeditionary Forces overseas. 

Two of the three physicians in Jaffrey, Dr. Frederick C. Sweeney 
and Dr. Laurence B. Hatch, were "somewhert) in France." Dr. 
Arthur E. Childs of Dublin, who was attending their patients, him
self fell a prey to the disease. Dr. Fred Dessaint struggled manfully 
to minister to the sick, making upwards of one hundred calls daily. 
Physicians from Winchendon, Massachusetts, and Peterborough 
were so overwhelmed by calls in their own communities that they 
could pay only hasty visits to Jaffrey. Miss Marie T. Hiller, local 
district nurse, was at her work all day and far into the night. Still 
the scourge spread, until early in October it was found that over three 
hundred persons were ill at one time. Schools were closed and all 
public gatherings banned, while industries barely kept their wheels 
turning with depleted personnel. 

At this juncture the local health officer, Harlon F. Hodge, and the 
selectmen, Edward C. Boynton, William F. Coolidge, and Peter E. 
Hogan, held counsel as to meeting the emergency. Charles A Bean, 
a resident of the town who had had much previous experience in 
nursing, suggested that a hospital be opene9-in Union.Hall and offered 
his own services without pay. This suggestion was followed; twenty
five beds with equipment were secured from various sources, and vic
tims of the disease from families where inadequate care was available 
were moved there to the extent of the facilities provided. 

Dr. John W. Coolidge of Charlestown, New Hampshire, where the 
epidemic was less prevalent, came to the rescue with two nurses. 
Wilbur E. Webster, superintendent of the Granite State Tack Com
pany (now "\V. W. Cross & Company) released nine female employees, 
Mrs. Jane Beauvais, Mrs. Margaret Blake, Mrs. Ethel Flagg, Mrs. 
Nellie Hale, Mrs. C. A. Hurd, Mrs. Madeline Richardson, Miss Celia 
Robidoux, Mrs. Emily P. Wehren, and Miss Ethel Woodward, with
out loss of pay to act as visiting nurses and at the improvised hospital. 
Mr. Bean was indefatigable in caring for male patients, several times 
going ninety-six hours without more than a snatch of sleep. All 
members of the community not themselves incapacitated were gen
erous with food and services. 
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These united efforts finally curbed the progress of the disease, but 
not until the Angel of Death had touched twenty-six persons in town 
in a space of twenty-seven days, while two sons of Jaffrey then in 
service succumbed in cantonments. Thus passed a season which 
brought pain and sorrow to almost every person in town. 

LONGEVITY 

If one should be told of a place so healthful and serene that by 
going there he could live to be one hundred years old, he would, 
no doubt, take the first opportunity to investigate the statement. 
Jaffrey is such a place; not that everyone becomes a centennarian 
but more people, in proportion to the population, have lived to be 
one hundred years old than in any other town in New England. This 
statement has not been fully substantiated, but is based on the best 
information that has been found. 

As is seen from his gravestone in the Old Town Burying Yard at 
Jaffrey Center, Moses Stickney, "the first white child who trod the 
wilds of Jaffrey," lived to the age of one hundred years, and history 
tells how after his one hundredth birthday he walked for exercise four 
and five miles in a day; he planted and mowed; he attended town 
meeting; and sometimes yoked his oxen and went to the woods for 
a load of his next winter's fuel. 

Reverend Laban Ainsworth, the first settled minister of Jaffrey, 
had an equally remarkable record. He was minister of his people 
for seventy-six and a half years, a pastorate that for duration has, 
it is believed, never been equalled in America. He died in his one 
hundred and first year, leaving a memory that is one of the priceless 
possessions of the town he so faithfully served. 

"Aunt Dorcas Rice," a worthy matron of an old Jaffrey family, 
rode in the procession as a guest of honor at the Jaffrey Centennial 
in 1873, when she was four years older than the town itself. And 
Mrs. Sarah Byam, daughter of one of the pioneer families, saw more 
than one hundred of her descendants gathered around her in her 
house on the occasion of her hundredth birthday, and she lived to 
celebrate two birthdays more. Henri Boivin, for the last forty years 
of his life a resident of Jaffrey, worked vigorously at carpentering 
after he was ninety and rounded out a full century of active years. 

Of nonagenarians there have been many, as seen below, and the 
number of octogenarians, approaching four hundred, is too large to 
be tabulated here. 
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DATE OF DEATH AGE 

1801, Nov. 17 Amos Fortune, 91 
1803, Jan. Jonathan Stanley, 91 
1807, "Old Mrs. Hogg," 99 
1826, Jan. 4 Lydia (Welman), widow of James Gowing, 91 
1826, Nov. 11 Moses Burpee, Revolutionary soldier, 93 
1827, Aug. 5 Susanna (Hastings), Gould, widow of John Cutter, 96 
1828, Mar. 19 Martha (Belcher) widow of Jonathan Jewett, 94 
1831, Aug. 26 Joseph Hodge, 90 
1832, Oct. 27 Sarah (Lamson), widow of James Gage 93 
1836, Oct. 28 Mary (Flint), widow of Eleazer Spofford, 92 
1838, Dec. 31 Thomas Dutton, Revolutionary soldier, 91 
1840, Oct. 25 Lydia (Lincoln), widow of Samuel Buss, 91 
1841, May 13 Joseph Horton, Revolutionary soldier, 92 
1841, July 14 Abraham Ross, Revolutionary soldier, 97 
1844, July 27 Sarah, widow of Abraham Patch, 90 
1847, June 3 Lois (Ralf), widow of Moses Burdoo (colored), 92 
1848, Oct. 23 Edith (Jewett), widow of Abel Parker, 96 
1853, July 18 Nathan Hunt, Revolutionary soldier, 93 
1853, Oct. 23 Lucy (Robinson), widow of Joseph Kimball, 94 
1857, Nov. 26 Polly (Spofford), widow of David Cutter, 92 
1858, Jan. 30 Hannah (Frost), widow of William Worcester, 98 
1861, Aug. 27 Polly (Perkins), widow of Oliver Bailey, 90 
1865, Dec. 22 William Comstock, 95 
1866, Mar. 4 Abigail (Demary), widow of John Cutter, 97 
1867, May 1 William Smith, 93 
1867, Sept. 22 Rebecca (Cutter), widow of Josiah Mower, 93 
1867, Dec. 30 Margaret Turner, dau. of Thomas Turner, 92 
1868, Feb. 17 Lucy (Wellington), widow of David Gilmore, 90 
1871, Dec. 6 Phebe (Gage), widow of Joseph Cutter, 92 
1874, Aug. 23 John Peak, 95 
1875, June 23 Nancy (Shepherd), widow of William Smith, 96 
1878, July 13 John Grant, 95 
1884, Apr. 3 Sally (Byam), widow of Luther Hemenway, 97 
1884, Dec. 31 Mrs. Stephen Cogswell, 92 
1885, Aug. 15 Benjamin Cutter, 92 
1888, June 7 Polly (Nichols) Davis, 94 
1888, Sept. 17 Daniel Davis, 92 
1889, Oct. 27 Ethan Cutter, 94 
1889, Oct. 21 Lucy, dau. of Asa Parker, 91 
1890, July 22 Ezra Baker, 91 
1890, Aug. 25 Adams Fiske, 90 
1890, Aug. 27 Polly Stevens, dau. of James, 94 
1891, Mar. 4 Maria (Shurtleff), widow of Joel Raymond, 90 
1893, Feb. 19 Francoisse Blanch, 95 
1893, Dec. 3 Mrs. Rachel B. Davis, 91 
1894, Oct. 11 Olive (Towne), widow of Edmund Burpee, 92 
1897, Nov. 7 Rosali Belenge, 99 
1897, Nov. 20 Nancy (Smith), widow of Hosea Platts, 90 
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1899, Sept. 17 Sarah H. (Wilson), widow of Jonathan Gibbs, 94 
1900, Mar 27 Mary (Pratt), widow of Kendall Goff, 90 
1900, Apr. 17 Marie R. Bernier, 97 
1900, Sept. 21 Sophronia (Reed), widow of James Merrifield, 90 
1902, Dec. 13 William E. Goodnow, 90 
1903, Feb. 19 Simon LeB!anc, 94 
1905, Nov. 5 Nancy S. (Towne), widow of Charles Nutting, 90 
1907, Apr. 26 William B. Flagg, 91 
1908, May 25 John Garfield 96 
1910, July 24 Peter Upton, 93 
1913, July 22 Benjamin F. Marvle, 90 
1916, Sept. 13 George A. Underwood, 92 
1916, Dec. 29 Harriet E. (Towne), widow of George Preston, 92 
1918, Mar. 13 Nathan C. Shedd, 94 
1918, May 26 Mary S. (French), widow of Joseph Crombie, 93 
1923, May 21 Joseph Adelard Dubois, 94 
1923, Nov. 16 Mahala (Baker), widow of George A. Underwood, 90 
1924, July 2 Sylvester A. Towne, 91 
1924, Dec. 29 Helen M. (Cutter), widow of David C. Chamberlain, 90 
1925, Apr. 25 Lucy E. (Perkins), widow of Marcus A. Wilson, 91 
1925, May 11 Albert W. Hodge, 90 
1926, Dec. 6 Jane M. (Nay), widow of Samuel Adams, 94 
1928, May 30 George A. Towne, 91 
1930, May 17 Alfred Sawyer, 98 



CHAPTER XXXVIII 

FRATERNAL, SOCIAL, AND CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS 

CHARITY LODGE OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS 

Charity Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons is the oldest fraternal 
organization in Cheshire County. It was founded at Fitzwilliam 
by charter of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, July 23, 1806, 
with Joshua Harrington, a patriot and soldier of Bunker Hill, its first 
Master. His associates were David Farrar, Joseph Winch, Benjamin 
Bemis, Benoni Shurtleff, Josiah Goldsmith, Benjamin Bemis, Jr., 
Thomas Goldsmith, and Joseph Carter, charter members. It was 
the successor of Rising Sun Lodge of Keene, constituted in 1784 by 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts and bearing on its charter the 
signature of Paul Revere as Deputy Grand Master. After a few 
years of prosperity, discord and irregularities of management led to 
the surrender of the charter of Rising Sun Lodge. As members 
of the order in the former jurisdiction were now deprived of their 
Masonic affiliations, many applied to the new lodge for membership. 
Among them were Abel Wilder, Jr., of Winchendon, Massachusetts, 
Edward Perkins of Jaffrey, Lieutenant Ezekiel Jewett of Rindge, 
Marshall P. Wilder of Rindge, later of Boston, Luther Waite, after
ward a Judge and member of Congress from New York State, John 
Prentiss, founder of the New Hampshire Sentinel of Keene, and 
others of equal note were included in the early membership of Charity 
Lodge. Reverend Laban Ainsworth, who had been made a Mason 
in St. Paul's Lodge of Groton, Massachusetts, for m:my years acted 
as its chaplain. 

It is the proudest page in the record of Charity Lodge that during 
the Anti-Masonic period, which raged with such virulence for several 
years that even the best of men suspected of membership in the order 
were ostracised, Charity Lodge remained steadfast and continued its 
meetings while a majority of the lodges surrendered their charters. 
For this enviable record a few men of high character, among them 
Josiah Ingalls of Fitzwilliam, formerly of Jaffrey, John J. Allen, after
ward for many years register of deeds at Keene, Silas Jillson of Rich
mond, Master, and Edward Bailey of Jaffrey, Master of the lodge 
for ten years, may be counted as entitled to special honor. 

With a scattered membership, there arose claims of location which 
led to removals from place to place, to Swanzey in 1818, and two years 
later to Troy, where it remained six years. In 1825 or 1826 it had 

46 
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completed its circuit and was back in its old quarters at Fitzwilliam, 
where it remained twenty-two years. The growth of the Jaffrey 
membership had then so increased that it came to that town and 
found a comfortable home in the tavern of Brother Ethan Cutter at 
Jaffrey Center. In 1863, following the trend of population, it again 
moved to quarters in the new Granite State Hotel in the Village 
Square at East Jaffrey. Here it gained strength and character by 
additions to its membership and management of many of the strong
est men in town, including Dr. 0. H. Bradley, Charles H. Powers, 
Reverend Ezekiel Bailey, Alonzo Bascom, Thomas Annett, and 
others. Later places of meeting were in a hall over the Jaffrey East 
Congregational Church and in the two Bank Buildings which were 
destroyed by fire, in the last of which the lodge met with the loss of 
all its furniture and equipment, as well as its old records, the latter 
an irreparable loss. 

In 1906 the lodge celebrated the centennial anniversary of the 
granting of its charter with festivities which are narrated in another 
chapter. The officers of the Lodge for the occasion were Charles L. 
Rich, Worshipful Master; George H. Duncan, Senior Warden; Ed
ward A. Coburn, Junior Warden; Homer S. White, Treasurer; Sey
mour H. Austin, Secretary; William W. Sanderson, Chaplain; Chester 
M. Jackson, Senior Deacon; Robert Hamill, Junior Deacon; George 
M. Towne, Senior Steward; John G. Townsend, Junior Steward; 
Lewis W. Davis, Marshal; Joseph White, Tyler. 

Charity Lodge is still prosperous and in its prime. It was chart
ered as No. 18 on the rolls of the Grand Lodge, but the vicissitudes 
of time have made inroads in the roll of lodges so that Charity Lodge, 
while retaining its original serial number is in priority thirteenth in 
the list of eighty-one lodges in the State. 

SIGNET CHAPTER, N 0. 15, ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 

Signet Chapter, No. 15, 0. E. S., as an auxiliary of Charity Lodge 
of Masons, was instituted in 1892. J. H. Conner of Goffstown, then 
Grand Patron of New Hampshire, with fifty-seven members of 
Themis Chapter, 0. E. S., of Peterborough, came to East Jaffrey by 
special train to organize the chapter on December 16 of that year. At 
this meeting of organization the following officers of Signet Chapter 
were installed: Worthy Matron, Mrs. Sarah Upton; Worthy Patron, 
Perkins B. Mead; Associate Matron, Mrs. Carrie H. White; Secre
tary, Mrs. Mary A. Goodnow; Treasurer, Mrs. Anna S. Cutter; Con
ductress, Mrs. Eva H. Coburn; Associate Conductress, Mrs. Clara 
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A. Linnell; Chaplain, Mrs. Abbie J. Currier; Marshal, Mrs. Syrene 
Wheeler; Organist, Mrs. Carrie R. Humiston; Adah, Miss Annie L. 
Bailey; Ruth, Mrs. Jennie S. Bascom; Esther, Mrs. Lizzie S. Poole; 
Martha, Mrs. Hattie Boynton; Electa, Mrs. Imogene H. Mead; 
Warder, 2\1rs. Roena M. Stevens; Sentinel, J. Frank Boynton. 

There were twenty-five charter members of the chapter as follows, 
two of whom, Mrs. Carrie Humiston and Mrs. Hattie Boynton, are 
still living: 

Sarah M. Upton, Pauline A. Hannaford, Diana E. Webster, Annie L. Bailey, 
Clara A. Linnell, Lizzie S. Poole, Carrie R. Humiston, Ella M. Prescott, J. Frank 
Boynton, Sarah C. Emery, Hattie V. Boynton, Julia A. Bradley, Lizzie Robbins, 
Anna S. Cutter, Eva H. Coburn, Imogene H. Mead, Perkins B. Mead, Abbie J. 
Currier, Roena M. Stevens, Jennie S. Bascom, Carrie H. White, Mary A. Good
now, Syrene S. Wheeler, Mary A. Boynton, Martha S. Turner. 

MoNADNOCK LonGE, No. 90, I. 0. 0. F. 
Monadnock Lodge No. 90, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 

with its creed of Friendship, Love, and Truth, has been a beneficent 
organization in the community life of Jaffrey from its beginning in 
1894 to the present time. In numberless instances, known only to 
its members, it has relieved the distressed in temporary need; and it 
has lent constant aid and consolation in cases of sickness and death. 
Few, if any, of the fraternal orders hold their membership with closer 
ties than Odd Fellowship, and Monadnock Lodge, after more than a 
third of a century of usefulness, is now securely established as a lead
ing fraternal and charitable institution of the town. 

To Wilbur Webster, who had been a member of the order before 
coming to Jaffrey, is due in large measure the credit for suggesting 
and promoting an interest in the order, which resulted in a petition 
to the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire for the charter upon which 
Monadnock Lodge was instituted on January 6, 1894, with the fol
lowing charter members: Wilbur Webster, John F. Whitehead, Will 
L. Jaquith, Charles A. Rand, Joseph S. Horton, Shepley Z. Cleaves, 
George W. Preston, and William A. Moore. 

The first officers of the Lodge were Wilbur Webster, Noble Grand, 
and George W. Preston, Vice Grand. The remaining officers were 
chosen from the first twenty-eight initiates completing the roster 
with the following officers: 

Rotha J. Keep, Recording Secretary 
Charles W. Fassett, Treasurer 
Arthur B. Leighton, Warden 
Arthur E. Poole, Conductor 
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Alexander M. Caldwell, Right Supporter to Noble Grand 
Shepley Z. Cleaves, Left Supporter to Noble Grand 
Walter F. Lawrence, Inside Guardian 
Walter D. Dwyer, Outside Guardian 
William A. Moore, Right Scene Supporter 
Willie W. Heath, Left Scene Supporter 
Myron L. Cutler, Chaplain 
John F. Whitehead, Right Supporter to Vice Grand 
Almon A. Baldwin, Left Supporter to Vice Grand 

The meetings of the Lodge were held in the hall over the Congrega
tional Church in East Jaffrey until March, 1895, when Mower's Hall 
became the place of meeting. In April, 1897, W. L. Goodnow offered 
the room above his new store for the use of the order at an acceptable 
rental, and on Tuesday, May 5, 1898, the new hall was dedicated, 
with the Rebekah Lodge assisting in the exercises. It has remained 
the place of meeting of all! branches of the Order to the present time. 

JAFFREY ENCAMPMENT, No. 41, I. 0. 0. F. 

The Jaffrey Encampment No. 41, I. 0. 0. F., was instituted on 
September 27, 1923, with Myron L. Cutler, George W. Preston, Lewis 
S. Record, Wilbur E. Webster, and Fred C. Raleigh, as charter mem
bers. Thirty-three candidates were received into membership. 

JAFFREY REBEKAH LODGE, No. 71 

Most essential in exemplifying the purposes of the Order of Odd 
Fellows is the Rebekah auxiliary, which was established in the United 
States in 1859. Equally with the brotherhood, it is bound by the 
three links of friendship, love, and truth. The name of the order, 
derived from the beautiful story of Rebekah at the well, makes a 
fitting foundation for the ritual of the order. It is organized for 
service in its own sphere and not for display or political activity, and 
it has from the beginning kept true to its purpose. Its membership 
in the United States is now over two million and the value of its 
service is beyond computation. It has demonstrated that however 
high the purposes of any men's organizations, the cooperation of 
women is essential to its highest success. 

Jaffrey Rebekah Lodge No. 71 was instituted on April 15, 1896, 
with the following charter members: 

Arthur E. Poole 
Charles W. Fassett 
Adelia P. Fassett 
Burt Bacon 

Emma F. Bacon 
Lizzie F. Robbins 
Arthur B. Leighton 
William T. Leighton 

Charles H. Towne 
Annie M. Towne 
Walter F. Lawrence 
Lucy R. Lawrence 
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Adelia P. Fassett served as the first Noble Grand of the new organi
zation, and Ella M. Prescott as the first Vice Grand. The meetings 
of the lodge were held in Mower's Hall until the removal of the Odd 
Fellows to the hall above the store of Goodnow Brothers Company, 
since when the new quarters have been occupied by both orders. 

The service of the Rebekah Lodge has been of special value in the 
raising of funds to meet the charitable purposes for which the two 
orders are constituted, especially in the seasons of depression and 
want that have tried the resources of all charitable organizations 
during recent years. 

SQUANTUM TRIBE, No. 47, I. 0. R. M. 
Squantum Tribe, No. 47, I. 0. R. M., was instituted on Thursday 

evening, May 17, 1906, at a meeting held in Union Hall. Red Men 
from Winchendon and Boston, Massachusetts, Keene, Troy, Fitz
william, Manchester, and Peterborough, New Hampshire, were pres
ent and assisted in the organization. At this meeting the following 
officers were elected and installed: Prophet, Galien J. Beauvais; 
Sachem, George A. Hart; Senior Sagamore, W. Oscar Howard; Junior 
Sagamore, Edward L. Leighton; Chief of Records, Joseph D. Dona
hue; Collector of Wampum, G. H. Williams; Keeper of Wampum, 
Charles N. Wilson. Algie A. Holt has served as Great Sachem. 

OcEOLA CouNcIL, No. 26, DEGREE OF PocAHONTAs 

Oceola Council, 26, Degree of Pocahontas, was instituted on May 
22, 1908, with fifty-seven members. Its first officers were as follows: 
Pocahontas, Mary J. Labonte; Wenonah, Lizzie Butler; Powhatan, 
George A. Hart; Prophetess, Winnie Lacy; Keeper of Records, Loudi
anna M. Santerre; Collector of Wampum, Roxana J. Mower; Keeper 
of Wampum, Etta Hogan; First Scout, Alice S. Mower; Second 
Scout, Hattie E. Stratton; First Runner, Florence E. Bartlett; Second 
Runner, Kate Bartlett; First Councilor, Omelina Santerre; Second 
Councilor, Rose Bastille; Guard of Tepee, Ida Defoe; Guard of the 
Forest, Bertha E. Robertson; First Warrior, Sidney Chapman; 
Second Warrior, Oren J. Kidder; Third Warrior, Joseph Duval; 
Fourth Warrior, Galien J. Beauvais. 

As an auxiliary to the Squantum Tribe of Red Men, No. 47, Oceola 
Council has been well sustained by its members to the present time. 
Its meetings were held in Mower's Hall in the Riverside Block until 
its destruction by fire in 1927, since when Union Hall has been the 
meeting place. Mrs. Mary J. Labonte, the first Pocahontas of the 
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local council, has held both State and National office in the organiza
tion, having been Great Pocahontas of the State of New Hampshire 
in 1921-2, and the first President of Past Great Pocahontas League 
of the United States in 1928. Oceola Council No. 26, has three Past 
Great Pocahontases, Mrs. Labonte, Mrs. Ola S. O'Neil, and Mrs. 
Enola Leighton. It has also one Past Great Sachem, Algie A. Holt. 

JAFFREY GRANGE 

Jaffrey Grange, No. 135, Patrons of Husbandry, was instituted 
October 8, 1888. The first meeting of the order was held in the music 
rooms of Dr. George C. Duncan, in a building on the site of the present 
Duncan Block at the corner of Main and River streets in East Jaffrey 
Village. It was attended by nineteen of the following twenty-four 
charter members: 
George 0. Turner Edward A. Coburn Elmer J. Adams 
Mrs. George 0. Turner Mrs. Edward A. Coburn Mrs. Elmer J. Adams 
Charles S. Chamberlain Elliott 0. Prescott Cornelius W. Warren 
Mrs.Charles S. Chamberlain Burt Bacon Mrs.Cornelius W.Warren 
Charles W. Fassett Elias H. Hudson Russell H. Kittredge 
Mrs. Charles W. Fassett Mrs. Elias H. Hudson George G. McCoy 
Will J. Mower Edwin R. Spaulding Fred J. Lawrence 
Byron E. Martin Mrs. Edwin R. Spaulding Mrs. Fred J. Lawrence 

After the organization, which was in charge of District Deputy 
Thomas H. White of Harrisville, New Hampshire, officers were 
elected and installed as follows: 
Master, Fred J. Lawrence Treasurer, Charles S. Chamberlain 
Overseer, Will J. Mower Secretary, Mrs. George 0. Turner 
Lecturer, Edwin R. Spaulding Gate Keeper, George 0. Turner 
Steward, Edward A. Coburn Ceres, Mrs. Fred J. Lawrence 
Assistant Steward, Charles W. Fassett Pomona, Mrs. Elmer J. Adams 
Chaplain, Elmer J. Adams Flora, Mrs. Charles S. Chamberlain 

Lady Assistant Steward, Mrs. Charles W. Fassett 

For three months after organization, fortnightly meetings were held 
.at Duncan's Music Rooms, after which, with few exceptions, when 
held at homes of the members, the meetings were held in the Vestry 
,of the Jaffrey East Congregational Church until August, 1890. The 
Grange had then reached such numbers that it was warranted in 
leasing larger quarters with more ample facilities in Mower's Hall 
on Main Street in the village. Here, with every necessary facility 
for social gatherings, the suppers and entertainments of the Grange 
became famous. From that time there was a marked growth in 
membership and the question of building a hall of their own began 
to be seriously considered by the members. 



ORGANIZATIONS 727 

In September, 1920, Mrs. Sarah L. Boynton, then Lecturer, 
planned and carried out a Grange benefit play at the Town House 
at Jaffrey Center, which was so well received that the members were 
encouraged to begin in earnest the accumulation of a Grange Hall 
fund. A succession of plays and entertainments followed until it 
was felt that the .great object of their labor could be undertaken. 

JAFFREY GRANGE HALL 

Joel H. Poole, a loyal member of the order, presented a building 
lot conveniently located in East Jaffrey village, and when it appeared 
that to accommodate their building plans more land was needed, 
Clark E. Sweatt, a Past Master, contributed the additional ground 
room required. On October 6, 1924, a group of members met on 
their new home site and, in the full realization of the importance of 
the step they were taking, broke ground for the building. Prayer 
was offered by Reverend M. L. Cutler, and Frederick J. Lawrence, 
first Master of the organization, turned the first spadeful of earth. 
A large part of the hard work of laying the foundations and erecting 
the building was done by willing workers, some of them not members 
of the order, with no thought of pay. In a little more than six 
months the new building was covered from the weather and the first 
meeting was held within its walls. 
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On November 8, 1926, after two years of work by its one hundred 
and sixty loyal members, the new hall was dedicated with feasting 
and general rejoicing. A chicken pie supper was served to members 
and guests, and after social greetings and congratulations, dedicatory 
exercises were held in the main hall, with R. E. Boynton of the build
ing committee as master of ceremonies, and Hon. Ezra M. Smith of 
Peterborough, the principal speaker. He was followed by Past 
Master Fred J. Lawrence, who told the story of the Jaffrey Grange 
and its undertaking. A musical program was presented by Frank 
H. Richardson, a member. 

The building committee consisted of R. E. Boynton, chairman; 
Harry Mack, George A. Hart, Arlena C. Strong, Mary J. Labonte, 
Ethel L. Bass, Arland B. Hunt, Reverend M. L. Cutler, Ernest T. 
McCoy. 

THE JAFFREY NURSING ASSOCIATION 

A long forward step in community welfare was taken in 1917 when 
the project of a town nursing association and a town nurse was ad
vanced by a group of progressive citizens, led by Mrs. Ralph E. Dan
forth, and the Jaffrey Nursing Association was formed in affiliation 
with the American Red Cross Town and County Nursing Service. 
The objects, as set forth in the by-laws of the Association, were to 
provide skilled nursing care for the sick in their own homes and to 
teach and demonstrate the principles of hygiene and sanitation. On 
January 21, 1917, a mass meeting was held in Union Hall, at which 
the subject was presented to the townspeople and an organization 
was formally effected with the following officers: President, Mrs. 
Ralph E. Danforth; vice president, Miss Mary L. Crowe; secretary, 
Mrs. Merrill G. Symonds; treasurer, Charles L. Rich; executive com
mittee, Mrs. W. J. Wilkins, Mrs. Homer S. White, Mrs. Myron L. 
Cutler, Fred L. Cournoyer, George H. Duncan, and Dr. W. J. Wil
kins. A call for membership at the meeting brought one hundred 
and one pledges. 

At the annual March Meeting that year the project was presented 
to the town, when an appropriation of five hundred dollars was asked 
and willingly voted. In the following May the Association engaged 
as nurse Miss Eva M. Lord of Springfield, Massachusetts, who, hav
ing registered for Red Cross service in the World War, was called to 
duty early in 1918. In January of that year Miss Marie T. Hiller 
of Clinton, Massachusetts, was engaged to complete Miss Lord's 
year, and she continued in the position until her resignation in the 
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spring of 1930, when Miss Emma LaFreniere of Jaffrey became her 
successor. 

The importance of the initial step was recognized immediately and 
by the end of the first year the nurse reported a total of 119 cases 
treated and 1,001 calls made, besides regular inspections of pupils 
in the schools. In the fall of the second year of activity came a 
severe test and drain upon the resources of the organization when the 
Spanish Influenza was epidemic in Jaffrey and throughout the coun
try. In this emergency the Jaffrey Nursing Association, through 
the District Nurse, rendered invaluable assistance and relief to the 
hundreds who fell victim to the dread malady, (see Epidemics). 

For available funds the Association now is largely dependent upon 
an annual appropriation by the town which at present is fifteen hun
dred dollars. In addition it raises money by special social events, 
chief among which have been annual Calico Balls and Bridge parties. 
Fees are charged in all possible cases for the services of the nurse, 
although the Association always has done much charitable work, 
especially during recent depression years. From the beginning it 
has been a growing undertaking, with demands upon it increasing 
until in 1933 a nurse was engaged by the School Board for inspection 
and emergency work in the schools, thus releasing the District nurse 
for other calls. 

THE EAST JAFFREY WOMAN'S CLUB 

Organized in 1915 as "The Afternoon Reading Club," with Mrs. 
H. N. Packard as chief promoter, The East Jaffrey ·woman's Club 
is today a leading and recognized civic and social influence in the 
community. In 1921 the Club was reorganized under the name of 
"The Monday Club," and changed its name the following year to 
"The East Jaffrey Reading Club." In May, 1923, through the 
efforts of Mrs. Edward L. Fay, who was then president, the Club 
affiliated with the New Hampshire Federation of Woman's Clubs, 
and five years later changed its name to "The East Jaffrey Woman's 
Club." 

Upon organization the meetings of the club were held in the homes 
of members, but with the growth of its numbers the place of meeting 
was changed to Library Hall, where it still holds its bi-weekly meet
ings from October to May. 

From the first the East Jaffrey Woman's Club has filled a high place 
in the town, and has been ever ready to sponsor and lend its aid to 
worthwhile measures of community betterment and civic improve-
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ment. Throughout its existence it has cooperated to the fullest ex
tent with the town and with other civic organizations in making 
Jaffrey a better place to live in. In times of need and distress it has 
also been ready with financial and material aid where needed. 

Of the many projects sponsored by the East Jaffrey Woman's Club, 
the outstanding is the present History of Jaffrey, undertaken during 
the presidency of Mrs. John G. Townsend. The support of the town 
was asked and willing given in March, 1926, and the work was be
gun that spring. Another major project is that of village improve
ment in East Jaffrey by beautifying its parks and greens, and by 
encouraging property owners to expend more time and effort for 
general improvement. 

Beginning with three departments of study, Current Events, 
Literature, and Civics, the Club has expanded until now it main
tains Art and Travel, Literature, Dramatic, Home Economics, 
Civic, Music, Social, Hospitality, and Courtesy departments. 

THE JAFFREY SERVICE CLUB 

The Jaffrey Service Club, organized in July, 1925, as the Jaffrey 
Exchange Club, in affiliation with the National Exchange Club, owes 
its existence to the enterprise of a group of prominent business man 
of the town who saw a need in the community for a men's club to 
foster and advance good fellowship and encourage a closer acquain
tance between members and their families, and also to provide a 
means of social intercourse. The first meeting of the Jaffrey Ex
change Club was held at the Willard Hotel (now Red Mill Inn) on 
July 25, 1925, at which time the following organization was effected: 
President, James H. Fitzgerald; treasurer, Charles L. Rich; secretary, 
Jason C. Sawyer. Organization was completed at a later meeting 
by election of Merrill G. Symonds to the office of vice president. 

Weekly meetings were held until the middle of October, after which 
the club met bi-weekly. It received its charter from the National 
Exchange Club in the middle of October, but already a feeling had 
grown among its membership that its affiliation with the National 
Club did not best meet the needs and demands of the local group 
and a movement for reorganization was begun by the appointment 
of a reorganization committee, consisting of John G. Townsend, 
Edward T. Shields, Eugene B. Marriner, William B. Evans, and 
Henry E. Winston. Acting on the report of this committee at its 
meeting on November 16, the Jaffrey Exchange Club was reorganized 
on a local basis as the Jaffrey Service Club. It has held bi-weekly 
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meetings, accompanied by a repast, at the hotels of the town, generally 
with a speaker or entertainers present. At its meetings questions 
.of local and State and National policies have been discussed, and at 
all times the club has been ready with aid for any worthwhile mea
sures of community improvement. It has cooperated with the East 
Jaffrey Woman's Club, the American Legion, Jaffrey Nursing Asso
ciation, and other local organizations interested in the betterment 
of the community. As indicative of its interest along lines of citizen
ship, the Jaffrey Service Club has for several years awarded annually 
.a prize to a boy and a girl in the fourth grade in the Jaffrey schools 
who have excelled in citizenship. 

JAFFREY PARENT-TEACHER AssOCIATION 

The Jaffrey Parent-Teacher Association was organized in April, 
1920, by a group of interested parents and teachers, under the lead
-ership of Lewis S. Record, Superintendent of Schools. Mrs. Nellie 
R. Evans was the first president, serving two years. Mr. Record be
came its first secretary and has continued to serve in this office to the 
present time. The primary objects of the association are to bring 
the home and the schools of the town into closer relation; to gain a 
better understanding between parents and teachers; and by discussion 
of school affairs and demonstration of school activities, to improve 
the schools of Jaffrey. 

Under the leadership of Mrs. Evans, and that of her successor, Mrs. 
Eva F. Sweeney, the playground supervision was carried on during 
summer vacations, but for several years past the summer activities 
of the association have centered on the maintenance and supervision 
of a public bath house at Lake Contoocook. In this project the 
town has cooperated generously by appropriating a sum of money 
each year for the employment of a swimming instructor at the lake 
during the summer months. 

In 1926 an annual Parent-Teacher Scholarship of one hundred 
dollars was established, to be awarded to a pupil in the Senior Class 
of Conant High School who has attained a high average during the 
high school course and will attend some higher institution of learning. 
For several years the association has sponsored a Prize Speaking Con
test in grades seven and eight. The association holds monthly meet
ings from September to June of each year, and it has been well sus
tained by parents and friends of the Jaffrey school children. Its 
presidents up to the present time (1933) have been as follows: 1920-
22, Mrs. Nellie Evans; 1922-24, Mrs. Eva F. Sweeney; 1924-25, 
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Mrs. Amy B. Fitzgerald; 1925-26, Miss Ruth Peckham; 1926-27, 
Mrs. Mabel P. Urquhart; 1927-30, Mrs. Annie I. Austin; 1930-31, 
Mrs. Estella M. Clark; 1931-32, Mrs. Annie I. Austin; 1932-Hugh 
Morgan. 

THE JAFFREY OUTING CLUB 

In response to a long-felt need of developing the winter recreational 
facilities of Jaffrey and to give the school children of the town health
ful and supervised recreation through the winter months, the Jaffrey 
Outing Club was organized in 1931 by a group of public-spirited citi
zens. Results and benefits realized in the few years of its existence 
have justified the action and the organization now can look forward 
to many years of usefulness. A non-profit organization, it immedi
ately met with the full favor of the townspeople who have generously 
lent their support. In fact, during its initial year 339 men and 
women of Jaffrey signified their approval by membership in the club. 
Its first officers were: President, Alfred H. Dube; vice president, 
Leonard Allen; secretary-treasurer, Carl F. Hall. 

The Jaffrey Outing Club maintains a properly supervised skating 
rink at Cheshire Pond, where a hut was built to provide warmth for 
chilled skaters, as well as refreshments. The Winter Carnival of the 
club, usually held during Washington's Birthday week-end, has be
come one of the major annual events in the community. In con
nection with the carnivals, the Outing Club also sponsors the New 
England Sled Dog Championship races, with the Boston and Maine 
Railroad cooperating by running special "Snow Trains" to East 
Jaffrey, bringing thousands here to enjoy winter sports. 

GEORGE B. McCLELLAN PosT, No. 88, G. A. R. 
George B. McClellan Post, No. 88, of the Grand Army of the Re

public, Department of New Hampshire, was instituted on January 
26, 1886, by L. W. Fosket of Keene, with twenty-seven members of 
the Keene Post, and also a delegation from Fitzwilliam attending the 
meeting. At this meeting of organization the following officers were 
elected and installed: Commander, Joel H. Poole; Senior Vice Com
mander, E. H. Converse; Junior Vice Commander, Calvin Allen; 
Chaplain, William S. Whitney; Surgeon, William B. Robbins; Quar
termaster, Nahum W. Mower; Adjutant, Oscar I. Converse; Officer 
of the Day, Benjamin F. Lawrence; Officer of the Guard, Dana S. 
Jaquith; Quartermaster Sergeant, Henry F. Morse; Sergeant Major, 
Charles Verder. Meetings of the Post were held in the hall over the 
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Jaffrey East Congregational Church, which later also became the 
meeting place of its consort, the Woman's Relief Corps, and of the 
Sons of Veterans. 

It has been said that the Grand Army of the Republic constituted 
the grandest type of American manhood. Time has thinned its 
ranks to a mere remnant everywhere, and in Jaffrey only one sur
vivor of the great Civil War is left living (1933), John W. Poole, II. 
Members of the George B. McClellan Post participated actively in 
public affairs, some holding the higher offices of trust in the gift of 
the town. Each year with its loyal consort by its side, it conducted 
the solemn service of Memorial Day, lovingly decking the graves of 
fallen comrades. This service is now being performed by the John 
Humiston Post, No. 11, American Legion and its auxiliary. 

GEORGE B. McCLELLAN WoMAN's RELIEF CoRPs, No. 56 

The George B. McClellan Woman's Relief Corps, No. 56, in a quiet 
and efficient way has filled an important place in the community life 
of Jaffrey for more than forty years. Its first meeting was held on 
April 19, 1889, with twenty-two residents of Jaffrey and Rindge pres
ent, who became charter members of the organization. The first 
officers were Susan M. Proctor, president; Ada M. Jaquith, senior 
vice president; Sarah E. Lawrence, junior vice president; Jennie S. 
Bascom, secretary; and Eliza A. Powers Fassett, treasurer. 

The service of the organization has been continuous and indispen
sable in the annual observance of Memorial Day and in perpetuating 
the memory of the great days of valor and sacrifice of the Civil War. 
It has marched side by side with the waning Grand Army of the 
Republic down the sunset slope to its last roll call at the grave. It 
has gathered the flowers of remembrance to deck each soldier's grave 
with zealous care lest the humblest of the Nation's heroes be over
looked. The activity of the Relief Corps in what perhaps has been 
its most important achievement, the erection of the soldiers' monu
ment on the library lawn, is related in Chapter XXV. 

The Woman's Relief Corps, like the local post of the Grand Army, 
has included in its membership residents of Rindge, many of whom 
have been active in its support and management. Its largest mem
bership has been one hundred and three and the smallest since or
ganization twenty-two. There have been twenty-four presidents, 
of whom one, Mrs. Mabel H. Wilson, served in 1928 as Department 
President for the State, and was a delegate to the National Conven
tion in Denver, Colorado. Mrs. Enola Leighton of Jaffrey served 
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as State Secretary in 1928. Mrs. Wilson served four years as presi
dent of the local organization, and under her administration, on 
September 6, 1919, was dedicated the Memorial Boulder to the Boys 
of the World War. 

In 1924 the Relief Corps performed a valuable public service in 
collecting the photographs of forty-six members of George B. Mc
Clellan Post, G. A. R., having them framed in a group and placed in 
Clay Library Building. 

One charter member of the organization is still living (1933), Mrs .. 
Anna E. Robbins, widow of a G. A. R. Veteran, William B. Robbins. 

JoHN HUMISTON PosT No. 11, THE AMERICAN LEGION 

John Humiston Post No. 11, The American Legion, received its. 
charter on June 30, 1919, from the Temporary National Headquarters 
in New York City, upon the application of the following ex-service 
men: Dr. F. C. Sweeney, Captain E.W. Hamlen, Homer J. Deschenes, 
Glenn A. Hunt, Joseph Parent, Louis A. DeFoe, W. W. Hildreth,. 
Joseph D. Donahue, Philip J. Taylor, Arthur Christian, Meddie J. 
Taylor, Antonio A. Gelinas, Oliver St. Pierre, Urgel St. Pierre, Ruck 
J. Charlonne. 

The Post was first named the James B. Mathewson Post to per
petuate the memory of a Civil War soldier, but at a meeting on May 
10, 1922, the name was changed to the John Humiston Post in honor 
of the only Jaffrey boy who gave his life in action overseas, the change 
becoming effective on July 1, 1922. A second charter, on account of 
the change in name, was granted on April 9, 1924. The Post is ac
tively interested in all measures of community betterment. 

The first officers of the Post were the following men who were 
elected on August 11, 1919: Commander, William W. Hildreth; Vice 
Commander, Homer J. Deschenes; Adjutant, D. Robert Eaves; 
Finance Officer, Joseph D. Donahue; Historian, Glenn A. Hunt. 

JOHN HUMISTON UNIT, No. 11, AMERICAN LEGION AuxILIARY 

John Humiston Unit, No. 11, American Legion Auxiliary was 
chartered on January 26, 1921, this meeting of organization being in 
charge of Commander Carroll G. Crouch of the John Humiston Post, 
American Legion. The petition for the charter was signed by the 
following persons who became charter members: Mrs. Harry Kidder, 
Mrs. Alice Burgoyne, Miss Mabel Burgoyne, Miss Mary Gelinas, 
Miss Laura Charlonne, Mrs. Freda Preston, Mrs. A. B. Hunt, Mrs. 
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Horace Hunt, Mrs. Carroll Crouch, :Mrs. Thelma Brown, Mrs. Anna 
Butler, Miss Gertrude Burgoyne, Mrs. Josephine Chouinard, Miss 
Mary Burgoyne, Mrs. Ellyn Bassette. When the charter was closed 
on May 19, 1921, it contained the following names in addition to the 
above fifteen: Mrs. Ida Taylor, Mrs. Meloria Christian, Mrs. Regina 
Cournoyer, Miss Dorothy Burgoyne, Mrs. Katherine Cournoyer, 
Mrs. Aldora Bean, Miss Virginia Hunt, Miss Florence Charlonne, 
Mrs. George Charlonne, Mrs. Bessie Whitehill, Mrs. Catherine Hunt, 
Mrs. Horatio Hunt, Mrs. Hazel Hunt, Mrs. Eva Sweeney, Mrs. 
Ethel Deschenes, Mrs. Anna Taylor, Mrs. Alexina Belletete, Mrs. 
Roseanna Young, Mrs. Anna Plant, Mrs. Marion Hatch, who be
came charter members. 

The first officers of the Unit were the following members: President, 
Thelma Brown; Vice President, Anna Butler; Secretary, Ellyn Bas
sette; Treasurer, Mabel Burgoyne; Executive Committee, Jessie 
Hunt, Margaret Crouch, Ida Taylor. 




